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A very striking example of its advantages was given
in the..blowing.up of the rocks at Hell Grate in New York
Harbor some years ago, when a mass of many thousand tons
of rock was blown up by means of dynamite cartridges in-
serted in channels which had previously been bored by
divers in all directions through the rock, and which were
exploded simultaneously by the passage of an electric
current.

One more application of electricity I must mention, but
only to deprecate it, and that is the proposal to employ it for
the execution of criminals, which has been recently made
in the United States.

Every one who has any competent knowledge of the sub-
ject knows that the greatest possible uncertainty attaches
to the effects of electric discharges upon human and other
animal life, and though there would be no difficulty in
employing a current of sufficient strength to insure imme-
diate death, this result could only be attained with absolute
certainty by the use of currents which would terribly dis:
figure the body of the criminal, and the legislature of the
State of New York has expressly stipulated that the currents
must not be such as would cause disfigurement.

I have no hesitation, therefore, in maintaining that it
would be a most retrograde step to replace the present
simple and humane method of terminating a criminal's
existence by one which in some cases might allow him to
escape with impunity, and in others might subject Mm to
horrible tortures before life became extinct.   of                            tor
